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Upcoming Events
September 19

Schools Closed - 
Yom Kippur

September 20
HMS Picture Day

Brandt Back to School Night

September 21
HHS Picture Day

September 22
Connors Fall Festival 

September 24 - 28
Calabro Book Fair

September 25
Wallace Back to School Night

September 26
Connors Back to School Night

September 27
Calabro Back to School Night

September 28
Calabro School Picture Day

Drama Club Family Movie Night:
Hotel Transylvania

September 29
HHS Hispanic Culture Club 

Festival

September 14, 2018

Social Media
Digital Backpack

Facebook
Twitter

Mobile Application

Dear Parents and Guardians,

We have opened the school year and have gotten off to a great start. 
Our schools are filled with smiling faces and enthusiasm by both our 
teachers and students.  Our first week’s Kindergarten through 12th 
grade enrollment is officially logged in at 2005 students. There are 
a number of items that I would like to share with you in this week’s 
edition of The Herald.

First and foremost, our Back to School Nights are as follows: 

September 20 (Brandt 5:30 pm - 7:00 pm)
September 25 (Wallace 5:30 pm - 7:00 pm)
September 26 (Connors 5:30 pm - 7:00 pm)
September 27 (Calabro 5:30 pm - 7:00 pm)
October 3 (Middle School 7:00 pm - 8:30pm)
October 4 (High School 7:00pm - 8:30pm)

Our principals and teachers truly look forward to seeing as many 
families as possible come out to learn more about what is happening 
in each of our schools and classrooms.

On the curricular and instructional front, I am pleased to announce 
that multiple subject area curriculum documents were overhauled this 
summer, along with the addition of a number of new courses added 
to Hoboken High School’s Program of Studies. Extensive work in the 
areas of Gifted and Talented Education, along with the Challenge and 
Support Period at the elementary school levels was also done. 

This school year, I am proud to announce that theater arts will be 
integrated into the Kindergarten through 2nd Grade Curriculum at all 
schools on a rotating marking period basis. After piloting Mandarin 
Chinese at Calabro Elementary School, we have added this world 
language to Connors Elementary School, and have begun to lay the 
foundation at the Kindergarten level at both Wallace and Brandt. 
 
Over the summer, we conducted a full review of Language Arts 
Literacy. When the review was complete, we selected a range of new 
core novels and other pieces of literature for grades 3 and 4 in order 
to complement grades 5 -8.

Our schools are getting ready to roll out The Trout in the Classroom 
Project once again this year, along with the implementation of a new 
science series which couples nicely with the Project Lead the Way 
STEM Program.

This school year, we are implementing Math Investigations on the K-5 
level, and Connected Math on the 6-8th grade level, in conjunction 
with well-planned and extensive professional development for 
teachers which will take place throughout the year.

I am sure that most of you have read or have heard that new legislation 
requires 20 minutes of recess each day at the K-5 level.  Districts 
have received updated guidance from the New Jersey Department 
of Education that the legislation is set to go into effect during the 
2019-2020 school year. However, the Hoboken Public Schools will be 
implementing the requirements to the best of our ability this year, as 
we believe that it will be beneficial to our students.  

A whole new Middle School structure is unfolding this year.  The entire 
schedule was overhauled over the summer months, establishing a 
house system and advisory program to support the social, emotional 
and academic well-being of all students.  A hybrid block schedule was 
developed, thereby delivering Social Studies and ELA in an integrated 
Humanities course, and Math and Science is now being delivered back 
to back, in an extended STEM Period. These longer blocks of time, 
require innovative teaching and embedded brain breaks for students.  
I am very happy to report that Hoboken Middle School also has 
implemented a Junior PGP or Personal Growth Period, allowing 
students to select from a range of enrichment courses during the school 
day.  Students still have the choice between three world languages, 
and now, they also have the option to choose the performing arts 
and music course that most interests them.  These include, band, 
chorus and theater arts – and this school year, we have expanded out 
orchestra program to Hoboken Middle School as well.

The Passport to Learning and Wellness After School Program is off 
the ground at each elementary school, as well as at Hoboken Middle 
School. 

At Hoboken High School, I am pleased to announce that our three 
Project Lead the Way learning strands are continuing to grow.  Now 
in year three of implementation, Biomedical Science, Engineering, 
and Computer Science all offer three courses, and for our incoming 
freshmen, Introduction to Engineering and Introduction to Computer 
Science are both graduation requirements.  You may also be interested 
to know that Hoboken High School’s 3rd cohort of students will be 
starting Rutgers Pre-Medical Honors Programs next week.  

Last year, Hoboken High School applied to become a College Board 
AP Capstone High School and was accepted.  Hoboken High School 
also applied to the New Jersey Department of Education to become 
a designated school which could offer the SEAL of Biliteracy to 
students graduating with written and verbal command of more than 
one language. In addition, Hoboken High also applied to participate 
in the School Climate Transformation Project, in partnership with 
Rutgers University. I am proud to announce that Hoboken High 
School was approved for both. In addition, Hoboken High School 
applied and was granted its Charter to operate a National Spanish 
Honor Society.

Global awareness and learning is a key focus in the district. Our 
High School’s Classroom without Walls Program’s learning excursion 
planned for Japan this school year is completely full. We will be 
introducing the upcoming learning excursions to Greece, China and 
the Galapagos Islands to the students within the next few months.

With the fall sports season underway, I am very happy to report that 
Hoboken High School’s Athletic Department was awarded the NJSIAA 
Sportsmanship Award for the 2017-2018 school year. We could not 
be more proud of our coaches and student athletes. 

In closing, I hope that you and your children had a great week and 
that your weekend is relaxing. My door is always open, as are those 
of our principals and staff members.  I look forward to updating you 
once again next week.

Sincerely,

Christine Johnson
Superintendent of Schools
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Hoboken High School
Featured School

A wonderful 1st day in the Hoboken Public School District. Our students bring us such joy. 
Today we saw huge smiles and heard all about goals & aspirations! 

Brandt Elementary School

Weekly Highlights

Thanks to the Hoboken Middle School PTO for hosting a wonderful fundraiser at 16 Handles! 
Principal Abraham, his students, & the District truly appreciate your support and partnership! 

#ParentEngagement #HereWeComeHoboken 

Scenes from PGP Monday, September 10th. Instrumental Lab, Writing Lab, and Indoor Soccer 
Clinic. Oh, and there is always time to play a quick game of cards after you have your lunch. 

#PGP #TheRedwingWay

PGP LunchBox Lecture Series: Motivation. Medical School Graduate Nnaemeka Nweke 
engaged 9th Grade Male students with a talk about their future & a growth mindset. Thank 

You Dr. Anthony for sharing your story. #TheRedwingWay #HobokenHSPGP #Motivation

This week we began our PD in Investigations. We will do it by grade band and by unit so that 
we can both standardize our collective pacing and engage in reflection to sharpen our lens for 

the following units. Here are our Kindergarten teachers, the largest cohort!

Hoboken Middle School’s Rock Climbing Crew...scaling walls in today’s Passport to Wellness 
Program. Fitness + Teamwork = Fun! #AfterSchoolPrograms #Wellness 

Ms. Cuba's 3rd grade scholars at Brandt Elementary School engaged in a tech infused 
Language Arts Literacy lesson #writing #FutureReady #HereWeComeHoboken

Math Seminars in 1st and 5th Grades at Connors Elementary School today...
learning, growing, exploring! #FutureReady #HereWeComeHoboken

https://drive.google.com/open?id=116k5YaQ_l0ToyGqbb3AQh8ctKbf0VQMU
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12Gua0iJn1bcZhzx2_JJlqjhnvo-KGTdt/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Uo2tV_cz_Tm9Z9F5w1kuiSed3tMF-DLD
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1RHIlmkPKWF7XxlEKxaH-sKcWoc4ruRny
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1vqHlfgqS7b_3Tl_hYDTM9e23-kTT9DjZ
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qWaknboXTxzSL8J0CS7UgacMEndDftsR/view?usp=sharing
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